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new stuff
Drain Water Heat Recovery
If your family takes a lot of showers, these simple devices are a good investment. A 
simple copper tube wrapped heat exchanger fits on your vertical main drain line, where  
it picks up wasted heat and feeds it back to the water heater. www.power-pipe.us

Ventilation HRV/ERV
These fan systems quietly bring in plenty of fresh air that is pre-warmed by outgoing 
stale air. Most units are from 60% to 90% efficient at recovering heat. A central 
ventilation system is an especially good option for a tightly sealed home and allows you 
to add filtration and control the sources of fresh air to improve the air quality in your 
home. 

Laundry Spinner
A wastebasket sized gadget that can spin wet clothes at 3200 rpm, quickly taking out 
nearly half of the water. Reduces dryer run time up to 50% and adds convenience  
www.laundry-alternative.com/drying.htm

Solar Hot Water 
Solar is back as a hot item again and is cost-effective in Seattle. People are getting 50-
70% of annual hot water need from the sun. Since hot water can be 15% of our home 
energy (and greenhouse emissions), that’s a big warm contribution to reducing climate 
change! www1.eere.energy.gov

Solar Electric 
Washington’s new PV (photovoltaic) generation incentive makes solar PV more 
affordable. If you're not able to install PV right away, make your home ‘solar ready’ as a 
first step, especially if opening walls. www.northwestsolarcenter.org/Resource/publication

resources
Government Agencies
Seattle City Light: www.seattle.gov/light/conserve/resident
Puget Sound Energy: www.pse.com
King County: www.greentools.us
EPA ENERGY STAR®, www.energystar.gov – go to “Home Improvement” section.
Northwest ENERGY STAR®: www.northwestenergystar.com
U.S. Department of Energy (DOE): www.eere.energy.gov/consumer
State of Washington (energy codes): www.sbcc.wa.gov  
City of Seattle (energy codes): www.seattle.gov/DPD/Codes
Residential Energy Services Network (HERS): www.natresnet.org

Air Sealing & Insulation
Sealing and Insulating, ENERGY STAR®: www.energystar.gov – type in “air sealing” in 
search box.
Weatherstripping and Caulking, U.S. DOE – www.eere.energy.gov/consumer – type 
“weatherstripping” or “caulking” in search box.
Home Remedies for Energy Nosebleeds, Fine Homebuilding: www.taunton.com
Making Sense of Caulks and Sealants, Fine Homebuilding: www.taunton.com
All About Insulating Your Home, PSE: www.pse.com
Insulation, U.S. DOE - www1.eere.energy.gov/consumer/tips

Asbestos
Puget Sound Clean Air Agency: www.pscleanair.org – type in “asbestos” in search box.

Windows and Doors
Efficient Windows Collaborative: www.efficientwindows.org

Heating & Cooling
An Introduction to Residential Duct Systems, Lawrence Berkeley National Laboratory:  
http://ducts.lbl.gov
Best Practices Guide for Residential HVAC Retrofits, Lawrence Berkeley National Laboratory: 
http://ducts.lbl.gov
Heat and Cool Efficiently, ENERGY STAR®: www.energystar.gov
Radiant Barrier Attic Fact Sheet, U.S. DOE: www.ornl.gov

Ventilation
Home Ventilating Institute: www.hvi.org

Hot Water
U.S. DOE: www1.eere.energy.gov/consumer – type in “hot water” in search box.

Appliances
ENERGY STAR®: www.energystar.gov – type in “appliances” in search box.

Lighting
Seattle City Light’s Twist & Save program: www.seattle.gov/twistandsave
Northwest ENERGY STAR®: www.northwestenergystar.com/lighting

Plug Loads
Survey of Plug Loads: www.efficientproducts.org/plugload
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This guide was developed by Seattle City Light and the Seattle 
Department of Planning & Development's City Green Building Program.
Printed jointly by the City of Seattle and King County Green Tools. 
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Printed on paper containing 100% post- 
consumer fiber. Please reuse this guide  
by sharing it with a friend, or recycle it.

Thank you! 
 
March 2008

We are interested in your comments regarding the usability of this guide. Please let us know 
your suggestions, comments or concerns by e-mailing the City Green Building program in 
Seattle’s Department of Planning and Development: DIYaudit@seattle.gov. 

This information can be made available on request to 
accommodate people with disabilities.
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