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Attending the Kappa Delta Pi 47th Biennial Convocation in Orlando, Florida was much more than I expected. I have always considered my membership in Kappa Delta Pi to be an honor. Attending this Convocation reinforced my commitment to Kappa Delta Pi and the teaching profession. The Convocation was planned by experts; the attention to detail made me feel special. There were passionate and motivated teachers that addressed us all.  The abundance of seminars offered was overwhelming. My relationship with my fellow Kadelpians was strengthened. 


One of the great benefits of being a member of Kappa Delta Pi Alpha Eta Chapter is receiving creditable, professional development from highly respected teachers and professors. The Convocation took that experience to the next level. There were hundreds of seminars to choose from. There were so many good seminars at one time, it was difficult to choose. My favorite seminars were on family involvement, creative classroom management strategies, planning lessons on a dollar store budget, and surviving your first year of teaching. I also presented information on the Teacher Work Sample. I am grateful that I had the public speaking experience. It encourages me to do it again. It is wonderful to collaborate with other teachers and student teachers to gain new insights and share ideas.


Each day we had a motivational speaker in the ballroom for everyone attending the Convocation. Each speaker touched me to the core. The passion they have for children and learning is inspiring. They are the role models I want to follow. Listening to them brought me to tears and reinforced what I already know, I am meant to be a teacher. A couple of quotes that moved me to write them on paper were, “A man never stands as tall as when he stoops to help a child.” This was spoken by a man from the Simon Youth Foundation. His father said this to him often as a child. Now he is the President of an organization that helps socio-economic challenged children. Kappa Delta Pi has partnered with them in the areas in which they are active. The second quote was, “Never Doubt the Dream.” This quote came from Jerry Mills who now travels all over to help teachers realize a child’s point of view. He has many painful memories of school as a child. This meant so much to me because I am a non-traditional student, and having the opportunity to receive an education is a dream to me! All of the speakers inspired me to be the very best I can be as a teacher and a person. 


The motel was beautiful and the conference was set-up in a very organized way. We were treated very special with a dessert buffet and a sound system pool-side on the very first night. Laughing and dancing was a great way to end a day of travel. On the last night we had a very elegant and delicious meal. Everyone wore formals. We had so much fun dressing up! The National Teacher of the Year spoke to us. He was amazing! After dinner we had a masquerade ball and danced for a couple of hours. Yes, teachers know how to have fun. 


Traveling and rooming with fellow members of Kappa Delta Pi was so much fun. We all bonded and got to know each other so well. These bonds will always be there. I feel like I will always have their support when I am teaching. It is nice to have someone in which to turn. 


I am appreciative to Southeast Missouri University and Kappa Delta Pi for giving me the opportunity to attend the Convocation. I learned so much valuable information that I can use in my classroom and share with others. I was thrilled to represent Southeast since the University has given me so much. I enjoyed my magical trip to Orlando, Florida!

