Living the KDP Convo Experience


Besides conquering my fear of planes and going out of state for only the second time, I grew a lot as both a person and an educator from my Kappa Delta Pi Convo experience.  Throughout the week, I had the opportunity to collaborate and learn from many educators from around the country.  I went to many workshop sessions with many focusing on my field of study, Special Education.  It was a good way to grow in my profession through professional development.  I also had the pleasure of being a presenter in one session where we described the Teacher Work Sample and really talked up Southeast Missouri State University and our amazing Teacher Education Program.  


During the week, we had an Officers Roundtable meeting in which I met with a couple of other students for ideas on building our KDP chapter and shared philosophies and ideas.  The extent of my group ranged from Tampa Bay, Florida all the way up to Indianapolis, Indiana.  We compared programs and discussed different issues that we face today as teachers.  This was an especially great experience.  


With all of these workshops and events, the most impact on my life and way of thinking came during the Banquet. We had a guest speaker, the National Teacher of the Year, Anthony Mullens, who really touched my heart and mind with a statement he had made.  He told about a time when he was interviewed about what it meant to him to be a teacher.  He began by saying, “it takes good classroom management, patience, and interesting lessons.”  He then stated that the reporter got what he wanted and left before he got to his point.  He wanted to finish by saying, “but a good teacher has the ability to tell stories.”  I thought that this was kind of unimportant until he explained himself.  He shared that a good teacher can tell stories.  Each child comes into the classroom with a different story.  They each have their own life characters, feelings, challenges, and experiences-each with a different plot.  He feels that a good teacher can read this story, figure it out, and then help the child complete it.  This touched me so much and definitely helped to mold my philosophy and outlook on teaching.  It put into beautiful words the reality of the teacher’s job and the importance that we have as educators.


Overall, this was a great experience for me to be able to attend the Kappa Delta Pi Convo.  I learned a lot, made a lot of friends, and grew as a professional.  I would encourage any Kappa Delta Pi member to participate in future Convos so that they too can have the amazing experience that I had during my stay in Florida surrounded my others with the passion of teaching.

